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Inside this issue: 
 

I am pleased to report that at the WSBKA Committee Meeting 
following the AGM on Tuesday 26th March 2013 your Commit-
tee voted unanimously to welcome the members of Central 
Sussex BKA (many years ago the Horsham & Crawley Division 
of WSBKA) into full membership of West Sussex BKA.  As al-
lowed for under our rules they will form our fourth Division, 
Central Sussex. 
 
I would like to welcome the Central Sussex members to West 
Sussex, and look forward to meeting many of the members as 
they get involved in out joint West Sussex activities.  I am sure 
that we will all gain from the increased pool of knowledge and 
from having a fuller geographical spread in the county for our 
Association. 
 
Tom Moore 
Chairman 

A Welcomes to Central Sussex  
Beekeepers’ Association 
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There was a high turnout on a very cold day to the West Sussex Beekeepers’ Convention this year – an 
excellent response to a top quality line up of speakers. 
 
There were three main lectures and two seminars with choices of topics.  Lunch and refreshments were 
provided and Paynes were there selling a wide range of beekeeping equipment and, as always, providing 
helpful and much needed advice.  The facilities at Lodge Hill are excellent and everything worked well to 
make this a very successful event. 
 
The first main lecture was given by Dr Dino McMahon on the impact and status of emergent diseases 
Nosema ceranae and DWV on honey bees and bumble bees. 
 
Dino had travelled from Germany to present this lecture and explained his current research on how the 
different pathogens interact with each other and affect bee individuals and the colony.  For example, it 
seems that infection of Nosema Ceranae causes bees to forage earlier than usual and that their forage 
distance is closer to home than normal.  Research is in the early stages and so solid conclusions are still to 
be made. 

41st Annual Bee Market & Auction - 27th April 
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West Sussex Beekeepers’ Annual Convention - February 2013 

 
LESS THAN FOUR WEEKS to our Auction.  Very many thanks to those of you 
who have volunteered to help on the day.  We have an extra challenge this 
year with a change of venue from the Sussex Restaurant to Brinsbury House 
(to the left of the campus - well signposted).   
 
If you have surplus BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT you wish to sell an Entry 
Form is attached to this newsletter or the form can be downloaded from 
the West Sussex BKA website.  It can also be requested from me.  Please 
note the closing date for entries is 17th APRIL and if we reach our quota by that date no unregistered 
lots will be accepted on the day. 
 
A regular feature of the Auction is the PLANT STALL organised by Sue Cooper. There is usually a wide 
range of plants available, and these come from a variety of donated sources. So, when you are taking 
cuttings, dividing plants, or transplanting seedlings, please remember the stall and keep some spares 
aside.  Please contact Sue on 01798 870 461 for more details. 
 
And finally… Worthing Division will be running a TOMBOLA for the benefit of the WSBKA exchequer.  All 
prize donations are gratefully received, so dig out those unwanted Christmas gifts! 
 
As always, your support is greatly appreciated.  Full details of the event, Rules & Guidance Notes and 
Entry Form can be downloaded from the WSBKA website at: -  
www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex/auction .  
 
Graham Elliott  grahammt@tiscali.co.uk  
Tel: 01403 752493 or mobile 07761 349281 

 



 
The second main lecture, given by Richard Ball, took us through a number of scenarios to illustrate how 
we can ‘read’ our bees and so better understand what is going on in the colony.  One piece of advice was 
to always have an inspection plan – what you want to check for, etc, on each inspection occasion – and 
then stick to it.  Do not get distracted!  
 
The morning session finished with three separate seminars.  Roger Patterson spoke on ‘New Queens - us-
ing simple methods’ and included good, practical principles that we can all follow.  Mark Greco is an Aus-
tralian, currently working in England.  He spoke on ‘Dissecting Bees Without Touching Them’ and gave us 
an extraordinary insight into his experience in studying the insides of honey bees using the latest com-
puter technology.  The third seminar was titled ‘Beeswax and its uses’ and was presented by Dr Stephen 
Case-Green.  There is a plethora of uses for wax including in the cosmetics industry, not least hair removal 
– ouch!  
 
The final main lecture was given by Mark Greco and was 
titled ‘Researching bees using Diagnostic Radioentomol-
ogy’. Mark is the innovator of the very latest Micro CT 
computer technology used to study insects, including 
honey bees.  The amazing part of this technology is the 
detail it provides and that it is non-invasive and non-
destructive.  It allows for snapshot studies of bees, dead 
or alive.  Not only can we study their internal form and 
structure but also their behaviour in the hive.  For exam-
ple, we were shown the winter cluster, where he had 
passed an entire hive through a CT scanner. 
 
The afternoon seminars included ‘Biological Control’ by 
Sue Cooper and ‘How to get the best out of foundation and ways to use new drawn comb’ by Richard Ball.   
 
A great element of the day was the mix between good solid beekeeping practices/guidance that we can 
easily relate to and apply and cutting edge research and technology that really stretched our learning and 
understanding.  It was enlightening to hear about new research (and methods of research) to do with bee 
behaviour and invading pathogens and how it affects the bee colony as a whole.   
 
A lot of this research and innovation is at the early stages and it makes us realise just how much is going 
on in the background all over the world to gain a better understanding of the bees in our hives.   
 
The date for next year’s Convention is Saturday 22nd February 2014 and so don’t forget to put that in your 
diary.  We already have some great speakers lined up. 
 
 
Chrissy Blakeman 
 
Member of the Organising Committee 

 

A beehive going through a CT scanner 
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Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 16th April - Chichester beekeepers Dick Bowyer and Stuart Smith present ‘Swarming - 
Preventing & Collecting’  at the Boxgrove Village Hall, 7:30pm.  Further details from: Henrietta  
Currey:  secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Div is ion’s webs ite: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 
Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 6th & 20th April - Regular meetings resume this 
month at the Division’s teaching apiary on Dounhurst Farm, 
Wisborough Green.  Starting at 1:30pm. 

Details from Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: 
www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 11th April - ‘Preparing Equipment for Spring’ - Worthing beekeepers.  Ferring Village 
Hall 7:30pm.  

Saturday 6th, 20th & Monday 29th April - Meetings at the Out Apiary. 

Details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or the WBKA website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

Central Sussex Division 
Details next month 
 
 
 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 

12-14th April - BBKA Spring Convention, Harper Adams University College, Newport, Shropshire. 
www.bbka.org.uk/news_and_events/spring_convention.php 
 

Saturday 27th April - 41st Annual Bee Market & Auction, Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough.  Fur-
ther details on the website or from Graham Elliott, Tel: 01403 752493, Mobile; 07761 349281 or 
email: grahammt@tiscali.co.uk .   

... and if you have any money left after our auction there are two events to look forward to in May:  

Saturday 4th May - Meon Valley BKA Auction of equipment & bees.  Greatham Village Hall, 
Hampshire.  Details from Bruce Taylor, 01489 895428 bruce.taylor@tiscali.co.uk    

Saturday 18th May - Sussex BKA Bee Market.  Heathfield Community College, Old Heathfield,  
East Sussex.  Full details on the SBKA website www.beemarket.info  

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 



 

Following the Annual General Meeting on 26th March the following officers were elected to promote 
the activities of the Association for the next 12 months.  Details of the Divisional Representatives on 
the Executive Committee will be confirmed shortly. 
 

 Christine Stevens  PRESIDENT / CONVENTION ORGANISER 

 Tom Moore   CHAIRMAN 

 Roger Patterson   VICE CHAIRMAN 

 Graham Elliott   SECRETARY / WEB MANAGER  /  

                      AUCTION ORGANISER 

 Stephen Boyce   TREASURER 

 Pauline Ford   MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

 Roger & Marion Brooks  EXAMINATION SECRETARY 
 
A vote of thanks was offered to David Coutts, the retiring Treasurer, for his services to the Associa-
tion during his time in office. 
 
Following the acceptance of Central Sussex into the Association representatives will be joining the 
Executive Committee.  Details shortly. 

West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association 
Executive Committee Members 2013 

 
It seems there is a growing buzz about honey in Britain today.  Honey has shown resilience to rising prices 
in the sector, growing ahead of the overall sweet spread market.  Value sales of honey increased 8% be-
tween 2010 and 2012, to reach £107 million.  Meanwhile volume sales grew 6% (reaching 18 million kg in 
2012).  “Honey usage has been driven by its health positioning and natural credentials, as well as pre-
mium varieties such as Manuka.  Honey’s natural health associations have given it a more up-to-date im-
age, than other more traditional spreads” concludes Kiti Soininen, Head of UK Food, Drink and Foodservice 
Research at Mintel. 
 
Mintel is a leading global supplier of consumer, product and media intelligence.  
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News Release 



Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
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We all know that last summer was something of a wash-out.  Miserable weather for our bees, and a lot of 
difficulty raising queens and getting them mated.  In addition, many bees confined to the hive day after 
day showed symptoms of virus infection, particularly chronic bee paralysis virus (CBPV).  We were wor-
ried about the winter prospects for these hives and our 2012-raised queens so decided, rather than unit-
ing small colonies onto others and culling the surplus queens, to take extra hives (and therefore queens) 
into winter, and chance that we would have a better number of functioning queens after winter than if 
we reduced the number in autumn.  So, 27 into winter rather than the planned 20 – and some of them 
very small.  Are you still with me? 
 
Before I continue the tale of these colonies I will tell you about our big ‘we should have known better’ cry 
of the winter.  In late August and throughout September two of our hives appeared to be making half-
hearted attempts to supersede their queens, one raised in June 2011 and the other only in June 2012.  
Week after week when we checked the hives there was one supersedure queen cell, each week a differ-
ent one, and every time the queen still present and laying.  We left the queens in and took both into win-
ter.  Both are now dead, finished.  We should have known better!  Despite the queens still being there we 
should have culled them and united a smaller colony with a more stable queen.  Why do we sometimes 
ignore the obvious?  Note to self – don’t do it again! 
 
Now back to the 27 – or rather, 25 colonies.  On 5th March we had a beauti-
ful warm day.  Yes, hard to remember, but we did.  It was 15 degrees at the 
apiary and we made a quick check of all the hives.  One small late-collected 
swarm that wouldn’t take autumn feed (but was given plenty of fondant) 
was dead. So now there were 24.  All alive, some very small, but if the 
weather was not too harsh through March and the queens were laying there 
was a chance.  So were the queens laying?  Yes and no.  Of the 24 there were 
16 with brood (all worker brood, no drone-layers) but 8 with no brood at all, 
though in every case the clipped and marked queen was present.  That was worrying, but it wasn’t until I 
got home and correlated the results with our ‘queen chronology’ sheet that I saw a pattern.  Apart from 
one 2011 queen, all the non-layers were raised between 8th June and 19th July 2012.  Every 2012 queen 
raised earlier and later in 2012 had brood.  See the list below. 
 
So what is going on?  The simple answer is ‘bad weather, poor mating’.  But to me that doesn’t seem 
enough.  All were laying into late autumn, and none is currently laying drone, which I would have ex-
pected if fertility had failed.  Could there be a problem with ovary development in 2012?  What else might 
explain it?  It seems to me there is too clear a pattern here to be coincidence. 
 
Since that first look it has been so cold that we haven’t opened the hives to check, just ensured that they 
all have fondant available to help them through the prolonged cold period when they can’t get out forag-
ing.  I fear that some of the small colonies will have succumbed to the cold, with bee numbers too low to 
retain enough heat.  Will any of the non-laying queens have started to lay?  We will take a quick look in 
the next week and I will include an update in next month’s notes.  Meanwhile if any other West Sussex 
member has dates and queen laying problems relating to last year I would be very interested to hear from 
you. 
 

More from Moore - Trouble with queens 

Library picture 



 

Pesticides, Policy and Practice ... Safeguarding Honeybees 

Dr David Aston, NDB, Chair of the BBKA Trustees wrote to all members of the Asso-
ciation recently on the issues above.  The letter is reproduced in the April edition of 
the BBKA News so will not be reproduced here.  This letter will shortly be available 
online under the ’Members’ section of the BBKA website www.bbka.org.uk/ 
  

Do you recognise this hat? 

 
Q Emerged Brood?             Q Emerged       Brood?             Q Emerged Brood? 
02/05/12   Yes   08/06/12   No   27/07/12   Yes 
21/05/12   Yes   01/07/12   No   27/07/12   Yes 
27/05/12   Yes   02/07/12   No   31/07/12   Yes 
30/05/12   Yes   09/07/12   No   28/08/12   Yes 
31/05/12   Yes   10/07/12   No 
     12/07/12   No 
     19/07/12   No 
 
 
 
Tom 
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This hat was found after the West Sussex Beekeepers Convention. 
If you recognise  it, please contact Gordon Allan  
petworthgordon@btopenworld.com or call 01798 343470. 



We’re on the web: 
www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

M EM B E R S '  C O U N TY  N E WS L E T T ER  

For those of you with a Smartphone scan our website’s QR Code 
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And Finally ... 

 
MAQS® Beehive Strip has received registration in the UK for beekeeper’s use.  It 
has received approval by VMD (Veterinary Medical Department) and beekeep-
ers now have a new tool to combat the most serious threat to their honeybees, 
the Varroa destructor parasitic mite 
MAQS® is a saccharide gel strip formulation of formic acid, an effective active ingredient that is naturally 

occurring in honey.  The saccharide gel formic acid vapours released from the saccharide gel strip pene-

trate the brood cap, stopping the mite where it reproduces.  The initial target was the male mite, which 

never leaves the brood cell.  However, trials show that it is also very effective on all stages of the female 

mite.  It is the first mite treatment to successfully target Varroa mite reproduction and the treatment is 

just 7 days.   The product will be available in the UK early this month and should be available from all 

good beekeeping suppliers. 

New product in the fight against varroa 



    WEST SUSSEX BKA BEE MARKET & AUCTION 

BRINSBURY CAMPUS, PULBOROUGH 
SATURDAY 27th April 2013 

  
ENTRY FORM 

Closing date for entries 17th April 
 

 Please return form to Graham Elliott, Robins Croft, Chalk Road, 
    Ifold, Loxwood, Billingshurst, West Sussex RH14 0UB  

    grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 
 

I wish to enter the following for sale in the above auction and confirm my acceptance of the rules stated 
 

 
 

Name  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
    ________________________________________________________________________   
 
Post Code  _________________ 
 
Email  ________________________ 
 
Telephone  ______________________   
 
Bank Details – Sort Code _______________  Acct No: _____________________________ 
 
                         Acct Name ____________________________________________________ 
 
Please continue on additional sheets as necessary. 
To save on the cost of raising cheques payment will be to your nominated bank account only.   

 
For Rules and Guidance Notes see website www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex/auction/index.shtml or contact  
Graham Elliott 

Quantity Description Official Use 
   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

A regular feature of the Auction is the PLANT STALL organised by Sue Cooper. There is usually a wide 
range of plants available, and these come from a variety of donated sources. So, when you are taking 
cuttings, dividing plants, or transplanting seedlings, please remember the stall and keep some spares 
aside. Please contact Sue on 01798 870 461 for more details. 


